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. Non-Japanese citizens can obtain Japanese

1 and the right to become a politician when they
1 complete
; However, dual citizenship is not permitted in

. Japan, so it generally follows that naturalized citizens must
. relinquish their original citizenship.

. @Requirements for Naturalization:

; your local Legal Affairs Bureau (or a branch office).

. documents have been prepared.

. several months after the application is lodged.

: Japanese citizen.
I your rental contract, drivers' license etc. into your new Japanese
name.

— Staying in Japan @ S

Naturalization

]

.What is Naturalization?

citizenship, thereby granting them voting rights

the process of naturalization. B

In addition to being proficient in Japanese (listening, speaking,

:reading and writing), you must satisfy the following six

requirements to acquire Japanese citizenship: 1) Continued
residence in Japan, 2) Be 20 years old or over and sufficiently
capable of lodging the application independently, 3) Be of good

: moral conduct, 4) Demonstrate the means to support your family,
: 5) Agree to hold only Japanese citizenship and relinquish any
. former citizenships once Japanese citizenship is granted, and 6)

Respect the Japanese Constitution. (*Some of the above

I requirements are less strict for applicants born in Japan, or who
i have a Japanese parent or spouse. Please consult a Legal Affairs
1 Bureau or a lawyer for specific details on these requirements.)

@ Where to Apply:

. Permanent Residency applications are to be lodged at the
: Immigration Office,
: should be made at the Legal Affairs Bureau.
. procedures generally take longer than those for Permanent
I Residency, so those in a hurry to obtain financing from a bank etc.

however applications for Naturalization
(* Naturalization

should apply for Permanent Residency first.)

@ The Actual Procedures:

@ First, consult the Citizenship Division (or Registry Office) at
Information
on which documents you will be required to submit will be

. provided after verifying that you are eligible to apply for
: naturalization.

— 4 Draw up any necessary documents and
request official documents or certificates from municipal offices in

! Japan or governmental offices of your home country. (* Be sure to

provide Japanese translations of any documents written in

1 languages other than Japanese.) — 4 Lodge the application in
1 person at your local Legal Affairs Bureau once all of the

(*Applicants under 15 should

¢ have their parent or legal gaurdian lodge the application for them.)
: —4 An interview at the Legal Affairs Bureau will be arranged

It's important to

: answer all interview questions honestly.— 4 The outcome of the
. application, as well as permission to naturalize will be given by the

Minister of Justice. If the application was successful, the Legal

1 Affairs Bureau will contact you and issue a Naturalization

Certificate. (*It generally takes about one to one and a half years

; for applications to be processed.) — 4 Return your Alien
. Registration Card, addressed to the mayor, within 14 days of being
. approved for Japanese Citizenship. Choose a Japanese name and
: submit a notification of naturalization within one month.— 4 Your

local municipality will then create a family register for you as a
It will also be necessary to change your name on

i 3% The application for naturalization is complicated and requires a
. vast number of documents, so it's also possible for applicants to
. consult specialist lawyers and legal administrators to advise you on
. your application or help with the paperwork. However, this can

cost approximately 150,000 yen.

2 If your application is approved, you can choose
your own Japanese name, however there are
regulations about which characters can be used in
names. (*There is a list of simple characters
designated for everyday use as stipulated by the
family registration law.)







